about the political opinions of the Latino community in the U.S. This is a result of a general disinterest in the attitudes and opinions of Latinos prior to the late 1980s (de la Garza 1987). The more recent interest in the political attitudes and beliefs of Latinos has been driven by the rapid growth of this population, which has generated interest within both the political and marketing industries. This analysis is an effort to contribute to the growing knowledge of Latino public opinion by investigating the relationship between group consciousness and the public opinion of Latinos across both general and Latino salient issue areas. By including both general policy issues (death penalty, abortion) and those more salient to Latinos (immigration, bilingual education), I test the primary hypothesis that group consciousness has a greater impact on Latino political attitudes when the issues are directly tied to ethnicity Group consciousness is a multi-dimensional concept developed when members of a group recognize their status as being part of a deprived group (Miller et al. 1981) .
To investigate the relationship between group consciousness and Latino public opinion this investigation utilizes four separate empirical models, one for each issue area; abortion, death penalty, bilingual education, and immigration. The data used in this investigation originates from the 1999 survey of 2,417 Latinos conducted by the Washington Post, The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, and Harvard University A review of the extant literature on the role of group consciousness in the formation of political attitudes will follow a discussion of the current literature of Latino public opinion to provide a theoretical foundation for this investigation of the impact of group consciousness on Latino policy preferences.
LATINO PUBLIC OPINION
Our knowledge of Latino public opinion is much less developed than that of Anglo public opinion. In fact, the first survey focused on the political attitudes of Latinos was not conducted until 1979, and that data only included Latinos of Mexican origin (Arce 1979) . Despite this obvious obstacle, scholars of Latino politics have generated some important insights in the area of Latino public opinion. Research has indicated that Latinos generally support an activist government that protects minority civil rights and provides opportunities for individual citizens and minority groups (Anne Martinez 2000). However, Latinos also tend to support the death penalty at higher rates than Whites or African Americans, and are also slightly more opposed to abortion than Whites (Uhlaner and Garcia 2002) . This trend suggests that the foundations of Latino public opinion are complex and diverse, motivating a desire to conduct more research in this area. I intend to shed some light on the complex nature of Latino public opinion by investigating Latino policy attitudes across several issue areas.
An issue often used as evidence of Latinos having a conservative stance on social issues is abortion, the first nonsalient issue area used in the analysis. Latinos are about ten percentage points more likely than Anglos to oppose abortion (Leal 2004 ). However, multivariate analysis has indicated that there is no statistical difference between Whites and Latinos regarding attitudes directed toward abortion (Leal 2004; Bolks et al. 2000) . We also know from previous work that religiosity increases pro-life attitudes, as do higher socioeconomic levels and being female (Bolks et al. 2000) . Further, opposition to abortion is strongest among the Spanish dominant and Puerto Ricans (Leal 2004 ).
The second general policy area used in this analysis is the death penalty The only extant work focused on Latino attitudes toward the death penalty has found that both Latinos and African Americans express greater opposition to the death penalty than do Whites, with opposition being greater 436 POLITICAL RESEARCH QUARTERLY for women, the Spanish dominant, and non-citizens (Leal 2004 ). The lack of extant research exploring the attitudes of Latinos toward abortion and the death penalty motivates the inclusion of these issues in the analysis, as well as the decision to treat the death penalty and abortion as non-salient policy areas. This analysis will provide some insight into Latino attitudes in these areas as well as the factors that influence those attitudes.
LATINO SALIENT ISSUES (BILINGUAL EDUCATION AND IMMIGRATION)
The issue areas that generate the most divergence from the general population are those with a cultural or ethnic basis. Generally speaking, Latinos express a strong desire to protect their cultural traits and traditions, specifically the Spanish language. Although variation exists regarding form of bilingual education program, overall bilingual education helps Spanish-speaking individuals retain their native language, thus contributing greatly to the maintenance of Latino culture (Houvouras 2001 The most prominent explanation for these trends is that many Latinos are more concerned with the economic impact of immigration due to their overall lower socioeconomic status, which may place them in direct competition for jobs with immigrants (Rodriguez, and Nunez 1986; Gutierrez 1995; Polinard, Wrinkle, and de la Garza 1984; de la Garza, 1998). In line with this notion, Chicanos from Texas who were higher educated were often more sympathetic to the plight of illegal immigrants due to a lack of job threat (Rodriguez, and Nunez 1986 
HYPOTHESES
The primary theory that drives this analysis is that group consciousness influences the political attitudes of Latinos, particularly when the policy area is directly tied to the Latino community Group consciousness is a resource that generates political activity through an individual's attachment to a group. Therefore, I theorize that To measure group identity in this analysis, a group commonality index was created using a battery of questions that asked respondents how much he or she felt in common with other Latino sub-groups.3 Respondents were given a score based on their response to the set of questions. For example, a response of a lot in common received +2 points, a fair amount in common +1, only a little in common -1, and nothing in common -2. These scores were used to construct an index that consists of seven values running from The dependent variable for the second general policy area of the abortion model is also dichotomous, therefore logistic regression is utilized to estimate the model as well. Of primary importance to this study, consistent with H1, none of the group consciousness dimensions have any impact on Latinos' attitudes toward abortion. Therefore group consciousness has no impact on Latino attitudes that are not salient to the Latino community Among SES and demographic variables, age and Catholicism are negatively correlated with abortion. Therefore, the odds of believing that abortion should be legal in all or most cases decrease as Latinos become older. Consistent with H4, Catholics are significantly less likely to support the legality of abortion relative to non-Catholics. Therefore the pro-life stance of the Catholic Church again has an impact on the attitudes of Latinos who identify themselves as Catholic, concerning abortion. In addition, the negative coefficient on the ideology variable indicates that Latinos who identify themselves as ideologically conservative are more likely to believe that abortion should be illegal in all or most cases.
Among political activities and experiences, participating in political activities directly tied to the Latino community increases perceptions that abortions should be illegal in all or most cases. Finally, the cultural factors of nativity and length of time spent in the U.S. are significant in this model. Latinos born outside of the U.S. are more likely to believe that abortion should be legal than Latinos born in the U.S. This is potentially the result of the near universal illegality of abortion throughout Latin America, a region where many women are prosecuted for having abortions annually Foreign-born Latinos are potentially more likely to express support for the legality of abortion due to this hard-line approach of most Latin American countries. In addition, the odds of opposing the legality of abortion increase with time lived in the U.S., which implies that greater exposure to American society increases perceptions that abortion should be illegal.
There is significant variation in this measure, as just under 10 percent of respondents are in the two highest commonality categories, while approximately 30 percent are within the two lowest categories. only dimension to have an impact on bilingual education. As perceived discrimination increases, so do the odds that Latinos will believe children of immigrants should be taught in their native languages. Results from all four models indicate that perceived discrimination is the dimension of group consciousness that has the greatest influence on Latino political attitudes. In addition it is clear that group consciousness has a greater role in policy preferences of Latinos when the issues are directly tied to the Latino community.
In addition to perceived discrimination, both age and partisanship are significantly and positively correlated with support for bilingual education. Older Latinos and those who identify as Democrats are more likely to support the notion that children of immigrants should be taught in their native language. Among political activities and experiences, Latino specific participation is again a contributor to Latino salient policy support, as defense of bilingual education rises with more political activity directly tied to the Latino community.
Based on coefficients and odds ratios, cultural factors appear to be the most critical in determining support for bilingual education, as all four variables in the cultural factor cluster are statistically significant. Interestingly, both citizens and Latinos born in the U.S. are more likely to support bilingual education. This contradicts the theory promoted in H3 that Latinos who stand to benefit from bilingual education would exhibit the greatest support for the policy. This is potentially the result of non-citizens and the foreign born having a strong desire to have their children learn English quickly due to the economic benefits of English proficiency in the U.S. This would motivate greater support for policies that attempt quickly to assimilate children with language issues into English dominant classrooms. Conversely, citizens may support the use of Spanish for those with language barriers due to its perceived benefit to Latinos generally. More in line with H2, both English proficiency and length of time in the U.S. are negatively correlated with support for bilingual education. This indicates that Latinos who have lived in the U.S. for shorter periods of time and who are less proficient in English are more likely to believe it is better for children of immigrants to be taught in their native language than to be taught exclusively in English.
Among national origin variables, being Central or South American increases the odds of believing children of immigrants should be taught exclusively in English. This trend for Central and South Americans again supports the theory used to explain nativity and citizenship status that recent arriving immigrants may desire that their children learn English in school due to the economic benefits associated with English language proficiency. This suggests that economic concerns may be more critical to this segment of the Latino population than cultural maintenance. In addition, the desire to maintain English skills may be based on a desire to prevent their children from facing discrimination due to their inability to speak English well. This is an important finding, as Latino National Political Survey did not survey this segment of the Latino population. The inability of perceived discrimination or any other dimension of group consciousness to have an impact on both general policy areas suggests that the role of group consciousness in Latino public opinion is greater when the issue area is salient to the Latino community. Relative to the other variable clusters, cultural factors proved to have the greatest influence on Latino public opinion. Integration into American culture and society clearly influences Latino political attitudes, as demonstrated by the statistical significance of length of time spent in the U.S. across all four policy areas. In addition, Latinos born outside of the U.S. appear to think differently about policy issues than Latinos who were born in the U.S., as nativity was also significant across all four issue areas. Finally, as expected Catholicism played a meaningful role in shaping Latino political attitudes across the general issue areas of abortion and the death penalty Catholics clearly support a pro-life stance in both policy areas, being more likely to oppose abortion and the death penalty for convicted murderers.
In conclusion, this analysis in no way closes the door on factors that influence Latino public opinion. It does however provide a very important look into the role of the various dimensions of group consciousness in formulating Latino political attitudes. It is clear from this analysis that while limited to policy areas that are directly related to ethnicity, group consciousness is meaningful to this aspect of Latino political behavior. This investigation also provides some valuable inferences about Latino public opinion more generally, in particular that cultural factors such as nativity and length of time in the U.S. are the primary causes of variation in public opinion within the Latino community. Yes, we still have much to learn regarding the various political attitudes of the Latino community, and how those attitudes are formulated. However, with the increasing availability of quality public opinion data focused on Latinos, the prospects for greater insights in this research area is very promising. 
